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A Grown Man’s Tale...

| stood on top of a 20-foot-tall telephone pole, looking aua trapeze that seemed a million
miles away (instead of the eight feet that the Ratdr said). All my mind could focus on was
the large amount of empty space between the oh-sbgaund and me. | double-checked my
safety gear to make sure that everything was in pladeey $ay those wires above me hold
thousands of pounds, but to me they look as thin as piaeo wi

What was | doing here? Why was | attached to a thin mEocepe and preparing to leap out for
a trapeze? | am a middle-aged man! | have childtesit at a desk on a daily basis! The last
time | did something adventurous was picking out the cdiany new couch! There was no

way that skinny kid standing at the other end of my ropddclold onto my weight, no matter

how many pieces of aluminum were connected to him!

| took a deep breath. “One...” My voice was no more thauoavering whisper. My knees were
shaking and | suddenly discovered that my hands were not goiaggo of the rope, no matter
what my brain told them. | can hear my teammatesnwhaetbeering me on. (It is an easy for
them to do, since they are standing firmly on the gruntfwo...” My voice was a little
stronger, my focus narrowing down to the goal in frdnthe. There was no way | was going to
miss that trapeze! “THREE!”

| leapt off the platform, my body extended, reaching outlie trapeze. My hands, which had
surprised me by letting go of the rope, informed me thlasaf much as touched that cold metal,
they would find a way to cling to it. Time had slowed toerercrawl. Closer to the trapeze...
Closer...

| did it! Ohmigosh! | did it! My feet were dangling balane, as | smiled at the ground. Letting
go, | yelled in triumph (and, | admit, a little fear)ftnee being lowered safely to the ground.

| have confronted my fears, | have tested my faith aamd Etill alive to tell about it.

- James



Theology 101

To better understand how religion and teambuilding tgetiwer, we need to establish some
ground rules about what type of beliefs we are talking abdltitere is a large diversity of
religions in the world, ranging from Christianity in af its forms to atheism (which is a
theology of no theology), worship of nature, ancestargosmic force, humans or even the
antithesis of God (in the Christian faith, this wobkl Satan).

Within each religion, there are countless interpretatiof the basic beliefs. Even written texts,
such as the Bible, Koran, Talmud, etc., have differemmngs to different people in different
places in different eras. These interpretationsedran literal (everything is as the text says) to
allegorical (everything stands for something else) to histb(ibe text is applicable only within
the reference of the society in which it is written)

To further complicate this confusion, there is alsoithent of the reader in the process of the
translation. To realize how this can impact meanieigy$ look at John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with @od the Word was God.
- John 1:1 (NIV)

The word translated as “Word” above is “logos”. Thes&k word “logos”, however, from
which we derive the suffix -ology, can mean “science “study of, “breath”, “wind”, “word”,
etc. Therefore, the translator is left with the ckoto decide the focus of their translation.
Although the languages themselves and the context wteeeword is found can provide clues,
it is still up to the interpreter to best decide whatdviis the phrase.

My favorite example of how translation is affectedthg translator is in the case of the word
“pure”. It can have numerous interpretations, one tfckvis “white.” In a debate | witnessed,

one theologian took the interpretation of “white” to methat the chosen race of God is
Caucasian, and that the call was for racial purity. okeywho was non-white was, therefore, not
chosen and because of this, was incapable of salvatimu can see how the translator can
abuse translations...

For our purposes, we are going to delve very little iite more profound and mystifying
segments of theology. Our goal is to stay in thélmhasection of the belief pool; it's easier to
swim there and it’s less likely to get us in over cemds.

Theology is, quite literally, the “science of GodAs with all things, there are
numerous theologies, most of which do not have anyaste to what we are |/ /
going to discuss. Our goal is to define the basic existenhCéristian belief and /
how it applies to the teambuilding process. This wililde us to avoid lengthy @
debates over minor points (like how many angels can dantieechead of a pin)
and will be, for the most part, universally applicableatioChristian groups, no
matter what their background and their particular creed.




Basic Tenets of Faith

1. Thereis a God

The basic tenet of Christian faith is that thera Sod. This God has made Himself known
through Creation and though the words of the Bible. He dpoken to us through the
prophets and the Bible records these commands.

2. God created the world.

Most Christians do not deny that God created the woalther than is a created part of it.
The method of the creation is open to some debate, artetlaccept the literal seven days or
not, but the fact the He did create is, in most magasirdenominations, not questioned.

3. God created us.

Again, most denominations have no problem with the fad¢twieaare not an accident. God
has created us and knows us. The Psalms mentiamnsyou created my inmost being; you
knit me together in my mother’'s womb. | praise you bheed am fearfully and wonderfully
made...”

4. We have sinned.

There is much debate in today’s churches as to wiaasiis. Although the Bible defines sin
and types of sins fairly explicitly, most denominatiowslonger can come to a consensus on
a list of behaviors that are universally regarded as Sim, by definition, is anything that
displeases God.

5. We cannot get rid of our own sins.
All of us have become like one who is unclean, anduwllrighteous acts are like filthy rags;
we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sweep us away. (Isaiah 64:6)

6. Jesus died for our sins.

You see, at just the right time, when we were stilvpdess, Christ died for the ungodly.
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though & good man someone might
possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own lovasfan this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)

7. If we believe in Jesus, He will forgive us our sins.
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—anadhisom yourselves, it is the
gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boéSphesians 2:8-9)

This is the Plan of Salvation broken down to a very ssnigvel. While it is not accepted by all
denominations, it does represent a basic understandialy @f the theology upon which most
Christians base their faith in God and their understgnaf salvation by grace.



Theological Terms Defined

Before we go on, however, | feel we should define skeyeterms so that we can utilize these
later when we process the teambuilding experiencey ate:

Faith:

Grace:

Justice:

Justification:

Mercy:

Righteousness:

Unconditional Love:

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and cemdwvhat we do not
see. (Hebrews 11:1)

(God’s riches at Christ’'s expense) Grace in beingngsgmething you do
not deserve.

Punishment for the violation of the law.

The sovereign act of God whereby He declares rightdmidelieving
sinner while still in a sinful condition.

Withholding the punishment that is deserved.

Someone who perfectly obeys God’s law. (Can’t be doi@nly Jesus
lived a perfect life and never sinned.)

There is nothing you an ever do that can cause God e¢oylmy any more
and there is nothing you can do that will cause God ® you any less.




General Themes That Apply to Faith and Teambuilding

God is a team-builder...

We are created to have a relationship with God. Unfatalyy we are separated form God
through the sin in our lives. How does sin interferithvour relationships with each other?
(Envy, jealousy, lack of trust, etc.)

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, Wwave fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus, his son, purifies us from all sin. (1 Jofp

Jesus was a team player...

When Jesus began His ministry on earth, the first tHieglid was to assemble a team. As He
chose His team, he gave them a taste of His visicow ttbes Jesus’ leadership of the Disciples
reflect the way a team should operate? Did Jesussehpeople who were opposed to Him or
those who would support Him?

When the two disciples hard him say this, they followeslid. Turning around, Jesus saw them
following and asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Ralflihich means teacher), “where
are you staying?”

“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”

So they went and saw where he was staying, and speagigheith him. It was about the tenth
hour. Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the wilo heard what John had said and
who had followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did vea8rid his brother Simon and tell him,
“We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).dA® brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at
him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will beedaCephas” (which, when translated,
is Peter”).

The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Firilmilg, he said to him, “Follow me.”
Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Battla. Philip found Nathanael and told
him, “We have found the Moses wrote about in the Law, amlt whom the prophets also
wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathan&eblas

“Come and see,” said Philip.

When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, i$areue Israelite, in whom there
is nothing false.”

“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked,



Jesus answered, “I say you while you were still undefigheee before Philip called you.”
Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi you are the son of Gadase the King of Israel.”

Jesus said, “You believe because | told you | saw you uhdeiig tree. You shall see greater
things than that.” He then added, I tell you the trythy shall see heaven open, and the angels
of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 8fR51)

Faith is belief put into action...

It does not matter how much you know that the equipmahtiold you, until you are actually
hanging form it and depending on it, it means nothing; kedge alone does not hold us up. In
the same way, many people know that Jesus can sakatustil we ask Jesus for forgiveness
and be the leader in our life, there is no change; krigel@lone does not save us.

By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the peoplad marched around them for seven days.
(Hebrews 11:30)

Every member of a team is important...

The Bible speaks many times of the need for people f&rdift skills. There are different roles
within the church, different roles played by the Disegpand different gifts given to each. Is any
part more important than the other? Why or why not?

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts;tiamdigh all its parts are many, they
form one body. So it is with Christ. For we wetkebaptized by one Spirit into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we werévat ghe one Spirit to drink.

Now the body is not made up of one part but of manyhelffoot should say, “Because | am not
a hand, | do not belong to the body,” it would not fattheason cease to be part of the body.
And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an kege, not belong to the body,” it would not
for that reason cease to be a part of the bodyhelirthole body were an eye, where would the
sense of hearing be? If the whole body were anvdate would the sense of smell be? But in
fact God has arranged that parts in the body, everyootieem, just as he wanted them to be. If
they were all one part, where would the body be?t &s there are many parts, but one body.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” andhélael cannot say to the feet, “l don't
need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body skem to be weaker are indispensable,
and the parts that we think are less honorable wewidaspecial honor. And the parts that are
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while aseptable parts need no special
treatment. But God has combined the members of the dadlyas given greater honor to have
parts that lacked it, so that there should be no divigi the body, but that its parts should have
equal concern for each other. If one part suffers,ygvart suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. (1 Corinthians 12:12-26)



Spiritual Emphasis In
Low Ropes Obstacles



All Aboard

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts;tiamdigh all its parts are many, they
form one body. So it is with Christ. For we wetkebaptized by one Spirit into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we werévalh ghe one Spirit to drink.

Now the body is not made up of one part but of manyhelffoot should say, “Because | am not
a hand, | do not belong to the body,” it would not fattheason cease to be part of the body.
And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an kege, not belong to the body,” it would not
for that reason cease to be a part of the bodyhelisthole body were an eye, where would the
sense of hearing be? If the whole body were anvdate would the sense of smell be? But in
fact God has arranged that parts in the body, everyootiem, just as he wanted them to be. If
they were all one part, where would the body be?t &s there are many parts, but one body.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” andhélael cannot say to the feet, “l don't
need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body skem to be weaker are indispensable,
and the parts that we think are less honorable wewidaspecial honor. And the parts that are
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while aseptable parts need no special
treatment. But God has combined the members of the dadlyas given greater honor to have
parts that lacked it, so that there should be no divigi the body, but that its parts should have
equal concern for each other. If one part suffers,ygvart suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. (1 Corinthians 12:12-26)

Story
You are the Body of Christ. As a body, you cannot kiaktspaut; you cannot tell body parts that
they are unwanted. So, we need to practice first fgyamto limbs. We have two hands (small
platforms), two legs (large platforms) and one headi{mme platform).

Now that you can handle being parts of one body, ilekstégether and form one body. This is
going to take some teamwork, so we will take it slow stadt merging the individual body parts
into one complete whole.

Processing Questions

* When looking at the size of the platforms, did youkhmou would be able to complete
the task? Why or why not? As you continued to merge intobaay in Christ, how hard
was it to work together?

» Ultimately, what led to your success as a body? Ntaportantly, how does this relate
to your role within the Body of Christ? Does it alsageem like the fellowship of
believers functions as one body? Why or why not?

* Was there a particular leader at the beginning of theity@iHow about the end?



Blind Maze

As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a lacgedcdollowed him. Two blind men
were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard tasJgas going by, they shouted, “Lord,
Son of David, have mercy on us!” The crowd rebuked thedntald them to be quiet, but they
shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, have mercysih

Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me ta glou@” he asked.
“Lord,” they answered, “we want our sight.”

Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eye®diatety they received their sight and
followed him. (Matthew 20:29-34)

Story
What must it have been like to be blind in Jesus’ dakihKrabout it. You could not work, there
was little choice of occupation save for that beggas.afdeggar in that society, you were totally
dependent upon the assistance of friends to get youltsxan your home to the place you sat at
to beg (usually by the city gates). In addition, youdeeeto rely upon the generosity of
strangers to make your living. If people didn't give yoaney, you didn't eat. Today, let us
experience the life of a blind person.

Notes
Adjust the Blind Maze so that there is no actual way dudll the group that they are working as
individuals and that they must find their way through t® ¢md of the maze. If a participant
becomes completely stuck, however, they can stop moxaéigg their hand and ask for help.
When someone raises their hand, take off the blindfoldestbithem quietly out of the maze.

Processing Questions

* How much did you rely on others around you? Why or wh$ not

* Isit easier to depend on your team or your own abilitiégv/?

* How many of you found it difficult to ask for help? Why?

* Imagine what it must have been like for the blind beggarcall out for help. Imagine
even more how hard it must have been to continuelltoua especially with the crowds
telling you to be quiet. What motivated them to call ouldsus? What motivates us to
call out to Jesus today?

1C



Corporate Maze

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; talsb in me. In my Father's house are
many rooms; if it were not so, | would have told youam going there to prepare a place for
you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will cobaek and take you to be with me that
you also may be where | am. You know the way to thegpwhere | am going.” Thomas said
to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so hcan we know the way?” Jesus
answered, “l am the way and the truth and the life. oN® comes to the Father except through
me. If you really knew me, you would know my Fathem&dl. From now on, you do know
him and have seen him.” (John 14:1-7)

Story
Jesus has called us to follow Him, but often timds the Disciples, we don’t know the way.
We can feel like we're trapped in a maze, unsure wherenext step should be. But, we can
take comfort in the fact that we are not alone. @tlwave walked this path before us. We are
not required to fumble through darkness alone, we caowfal the steps of those who have
gone before us and learn from their mistakes.

Processing Questions:
* How many times did you repeat the same mistake? Whyhaichappen? Do people
sometimes fall into the same sin over and over agwiy?
* Was it difficult to remember the path through the ma¥éf?y or why not?
* In what way is our spiritual life similar to this mazé®ho are the people who have
“gone before”? What can we learn from them?
In the Christian faith, what is our “road map” farding our way?

Main Camp (6X7) North Proge(®x10)
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Corporate T

“Again, | tell you that if two of you on earth agree abanything you ask for, it will be done for
you by my Father in heaven. For where two or threeectmgether in my name, there am | with
them.” (Matthew 13:19-20)

Story
The Bible says where two people come together, Gockig tith them. Well, there are times
when it is difficult to bring even two people togethéfor example, in the former Soviet Union,
Christianity was outlawed. To form a church, to coogether, two people would have to start
from their own places, make their way on their ottmpugh many different hardships. When
they got together, the challenges weren't over. Hewethey would face them together as a
team...

Processing Questions
* How did individual movements affect the partners attemgptine obstacle?
* How did spotters play a role in this activity?
* Inthe Soviet Union, how did people become Christians?
* If you had individual Christians, how did they come togetbdorm a church?
* What were the challenges to survival for those chufthes
* Do we face the same challenges in America? Why orngky

12



Energy Circle / Combination Lock

Love the LORD your God with all your heart and withyaur soul and with all your strength.
These commandments that | give you today are to be yamhearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and wienwalk along the road, when you
lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on lyands and bind them on your
foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your housg® your gates. (Deuteronomy 6:5-
9)

Story
How strong is one person alone? How strong could thatprson be when he is joined by
believers of the same strength? The key to this dbsimthe strength of the group, allowing
you to keep steady on the small poles.

Processing Questions

* How did individual movements affect the whole group?

* How did the combination lock person/people affect the mevesnof the group?

* How does working with others here reflect upon yourdiféside of the camp?

* How many of you were saved by the strength of the group?

» Sometimes it is difficult to be a single Christianniging the Word to the world. At
times, we don't have the largest platform to speak frbat, we do so knowing our
message is important. How much easier is it to bagdther with other Christians to
spread the Word? Why?

13



Mohawk Walk

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard¢ciwive have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked at and our hands have touched--thsaetaim concerning the Word of

life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify, tand we proclaim to you the eternal life,

which was with the Father and has appeared to us. Wajpnado you what we have seen and
heard, so that you also may have fellowship with usd éur fellowship is with the Father and

with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make ourcpmplete. This is the message we
have heard from him and declare to you: God is lightiinm there is no darkness at all. If we
claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darks)ese lie and do not live by the truth.

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, Wwave fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If €Want to be without sin, we deceive

ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confesssms; he is faithful and just and will forgive

us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. Itiaen we have not sinned, we make
him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our.liféslohn 1)

Story
We are called to walk the Christian walk, although samed it seems more like we are on a
tightrope than a path. Sin is like a dark chasm bengathwaiting to engulf you if you stray.
And hey! What a wonderful metaphor for this next cimgjé..

Processing Questions

* Who had the least problems? Who had the most? Whgre & difference?

* Who helped out the most? Could the group have made butithem?

* Attimes, everyone sins. It's a part of our naturéarnkfully, at these times, we can rely
on fellow Christians for support. How many times did joave to rely on your
teammates to support you? What would have happened hadahbgen there? What
does that say for our Christian walk, especially ifame trying to do it alone?

* Did your team blame you for your failure? Does the chsarhetimes blame those who
sin? What is the proper response, as Christians, tqueanole who sin?
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Multivine Traverse

God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reacbrdutrf and find him, though he
is not far from each one of us. “For in him we livelanove and have our being.” As some of
your own poets have said, “We are his offspring.” (Acts 122y

Story
To be honest, this activity only really fits these esr# you are doing this blindfolded. There
are a lot of parallels to reaching out blindly for sonmeghyou know is there and reaching out to
God. It is when we find Him and the stability He provideshis wondrous and wild thing we
call “life”, that we are able to move forward withrd@ence...

Processing Questions
* How easy was it to do the obstacle alone? Did it belpnder you to have a partner?
* What did it feel like to not be able to see? How daffiect your balance? Did it make a
difference when you were clinging tightly to a safete? Why or why not?

15



Nitro Crossing / Prouty’s Landing

Then | said to you, “Do not be terrified; do not beaaf of them. The LORD your God, who is
going before you, will fight for you, as he did for youEgypt, before your very eyes, and in the
desert. There you saw how the LORD your God carried §e a father carries his son, all the
way you went until you reached this place.” (Deuteron&r@®-31)

Story One:

Ever have one of those days where the ground seems touirpm under you and everything
tumbles out of control? Well, here it is: solid growmdboth sides, but the area drops down into
eternity. Nestled safely on a ledge, however, is youtiso. Each of you and the solution has
to make | over the abyss and onto the opposite banle ofly tool you have is your own
strength and this rope.

Processing Questions

 When people are faced with a dilemma or problem, they tentty and solve the
problems on their own. They forget to ask God for h&pd tells us not to be afraid and
not to worry; he will take care of us. How hard isotlet God take the burden of our
problems?

* How much strength of faith does it take to cling to théebehat God will see us
through?

* How easy is it, when we are safely back on shorerget to ask God for help? Or, even
to thank Him?

16



Porthole
Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, whathgogdnust | do to get eternal life?”

“Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied.eréts only One who is good. If
you want to enter life, obey the commandments.”

“Which ones?” the man inquired.

Jesus replied, “Do not murder, do not commit adulterypatosteal, do not give false testimony,
honor your father and mother, and love your neighbgoasself.”

“All these | have kept,” the young man said. “What ddlll lack?”

Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell goasessions and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, folosv’

When the young man heard this, he went away sad, bebausad great wealth. Then Jesus
said to his disciples, “I tell you, it is easier focamel to go through the eye of a needle than for
a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” When the dissifneard this, they were greatly
astonished and asked, “Who then can be saved?” &edwesllat them and said, “With man this
is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” (et 19:16-26)

Story
Have you ever wondered about this passage? | have admgigoned trying to pass a camel
through the eye of a needle. | always figured if youdady enough needle, it wouldn’t be that
tough. So, here we are, standing in front of an enosmeedle. (Well at east there is the eye of
a needle, the rest of it is up to your imagination...) 8w we just need to move your herd
(bunch, group, falafel(?)) of camels through.

Variation
The middle hula-hoop can be removed to provide a larlge just in case you have some larger
people in your group...

Processing Questions

* How difficult was it to come up with a plan? Did you baw modify the plan as you
went along? Why or why not?

* How safe did you feel with your teammates spotting ydiffat did they do well? What
could they have done better?

* Why is it hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom ofd@o(Because they are serving
two masters: money and God.) What other masters dogpelopbse to serve? Why is it
hard to make the choice between God and the world?

17



Pyramid

But since we belong to the day, let us be self-coetpliputting on faith and love as a

breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helnwatGéd did not appoint us to suffer wrath but
to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. Ee fiir us so that, whether we are awake
or asleep, we may live together with him. Thereforearage one another and build each other
up, just as in fact you are doing. (1 Thessalonians 5:8-11)

Processing Questions

* How did you have to work together to make it across tiugé?

* Was it hard to get from one side to the other?

* What made it difficult?

» Step back and picture one side as sin, the other asa@@ddhe Pyramid as the bridge
Jesus creates to bring us to God. We can leave Bindoenly by receiving salvation
through Jesus Christ. How do we do that? We sim@ty a&Sonsider the amount of
maneuvering, twisting, reaching and pulling you had to do tchrd# other side of this
obstacle. Now, consider how simple it is to ask &vation!

* God also commands us to encourage one another and buildtac up. How did that
happen in this obstacle?

* How can we encourage and support one another in the i@hmgilk?

18



Spider Web

...May those who seek my life be disgraced and put to shamag those who plot my ruin be

turned back in dismay. May they be like chaff beforewied, with the angel of the LORD

driving them away; may their path be dark and slippery, tighangel of the LORD pursuing

them. Since they hid their net for me without causkwithout cause dug a pit for me, may ruin
overtake them by surprise--may the net they hid entahgta, may they fall into the pit, to their

ruin. Then my soul will rejoice in the LORD and délign his salvation. My whole being will

exclaim, “Who is like you, O LORD? You rescue the pfsom those too strong for them, the
poor and needy from those who rob them.”

Story
You get up, get ready for the exciting day and go out foexaiting day of teambuilding.
However, someone is plotting against you! They have hiddeet to entangle you, trap you and
to take your life. You must get through this web withoutiggtensnared...

Rules

Everyone must go through the web, not around it, under, etcer,

Each hole can be used once; larger groups can use the ofgsetwice.

People going through the bottom holes may go under theirpmwer. However, do not

allow jumping, diving or rolling through the web!

4. There must be two people on each side before you carspasone through! Everyone
must help life or spot; if not, stop the activity! Whpassing a person, they must go
through the web feet-first, their head never going beloswr waist. On the other side,
lower their feet so that they are able to stand.

5. If someone touches the web, the group starts ovetheyf are passing someone at the
time, they are to put that participant down safely eegtarting over.

wnN e

Processing Questions

* How supported did you feel throughout this activity?

* What other “webs” will this group face? How will you suppeatch other in the future?

* lronically, in our society, there is a lot of talk ofolerance” and “acceptance.”
Unfortunately, those words do not always apply to Christ We are called to take a
stand, but the media turns a stand into a mockery. @ésigreach abstinence and are
called “old-fashioned,” they preach about sin and are ccéllolerant,” they preach
about salvation and are called “superstitious.” Thesalafenares” that are laid before
us. We have the choice to take a stand and risk lookirighHomr to accept the ways of
the world and be untrue to our faith. The one thing thathedp us through these times is
the support of our friends as we face these challenges.
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Tire Pole / Giant’s Finger

Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certairpfgedispersed and scattered among the
peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom whose custormglifferent from those of all other
people and who do not obey the king’s laws; it is nadhe king’s best interest to tolerate them.
If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destsoy...” So the king took his signet ring
from his finger and gave it to Haman... .... [The royal seciethwrote out in the script of each
province and in the language of each people all Haman’'s otdetise king’s satraps, the
governors of the various provinces and the nobles of theusapeoples. These were written in
the name of King Xerxes himself and sealed with his amg rDispatches were sent by couriers
to all the king’'s provinces with the order to destroy, &nd annihilate all the Jew--young and
old, women and little children--on a single day, the ¢einth day of the twelfth month, the
month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. (Esther 3:3-13)

Story
During the times of the Bible, if a king wanted to makelecree that would be binding, they
would sign the document and seal it with their ring. ti$ point, it was law and could not be
revoked. As you can see from the story above, Hamatsw@ kill the Jews.

But God had other plans for his people. Esther, the ofifl€ing Xerxes, was a Jew and God
used her to save her people. All she had to do tolsarveeople was to get the King's ring and
write another law. This decree, while not able to ceramt the first law, could be used to
protect the Jews... You must retrieve the King'’s ring talie to save the people.

Wrap-Up

King Xerxes replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Iecause Haman attacked the
Jews, | have given his estate to Esther, and theg hamged him on the gallows. Now write
another decree in the king’s name in behalf of thes s seems best to you, and seal it with the
king’s signet ring--for no document written in thendfis name and sealed with his ring can be
revoked.”... Mordecai wrote in the name of King Xerxesgled the dispatches with the king’s
signet ring, and sent them by mounted couriers, who festidiorses especially bred for the king.
The king’s edict granted the Jews in every city thatrig assemble and protect themselves; to
destroy, kill and annihilate any armed force of any natiynat province that might attack them
and their women and children; and to plunder the propertyeafénemies... (Esther 8:7-11)

Processing Questions
* Is there a “best” way to solve this puzzle? Why or whi?ndVas the way that Esther
and Mordecai resolved the situation with the Jews #s¢ Wway? Why or why not? What
other options did they have?
» If the group lifted someone, how much courage did it takemplement their plan? How
much courage do you suppose it took for Esther to standthp tGing?
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TP Shuffle / Birthday Log

The LORD spoke to Moses in the Tent of Meeting in theddeof Sinai on the first day of the
second month of the second year after the Israelie® out of Egypt. He said: “Take a census
of the whole Israelite community by their clans and feasi listing every man by name, one by
one. (Numbers 1:1-2)

Story
Well, it’s time for another census. It seems thathe Bible, everyone spent their time counting
things. The book of Numbers deals with counting just abwetything that the Jewish people
had; there is a Roman census that causes Joseph apdoMy to Bethlehem (where Jesus is
born), etc.

But this time things are a little more interesting. uyare standing out in the Sinai Desert and it
is boiling hot out here! You decided that the best teaglo this is to have one person stand in
the sun, and the rest of you are hiding in that persontosh#o keep cool.

Unfortunately, the people counting you need you to line u@mlpkiabetical order. Now, this
being a desert and since we’re talking about counting éne ettion, this could take a while and
become a very toasty experience. Obviously you don’t wagét exposed to anymore heat than
you have to, so you decide that the best thing to do teyarsa straight line as you move.

If people stray out of line (off the log), they are expad to vast amounts of heat and may get
dizzy from heat stroke. This will cause them to gelirie in the wrong place and cause the
entire census to start over.

Processing Questions
* How hard was it to get everyone lined up in order when we2vonly dealing with a
small number of people? Can you picture trying to do thtls avnation?
* Why do you suppose it was important to conduct a census® iMportantly, why do it
by name? You are talking about a lot of people of count!
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Trust Dive

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gaté broad is the road that leads to
destruction, and many enter through it. But small igytite and narrow is the road that leads to
life, and only a few find it. (Matthew 7:13-14)

Story
All of us have heard that the narrow path is the bgi¢n. Here we are presenting you with a
very narrow path. You will be asked to trust your teata®s to catch you as you dive off a
platform and into their arms, a narrow swath of tyafe

Processing Questions

* Does seeing the path make it easier when deciding to tinakeap?

* How many times in life do you see the choices and patheim of you, and taking the
plunge into the narrows seems too intimidating?

* Can you find an example in your Christian life to ilhas¢ the wide and narrow road
metaphor?

» This is a great test for “Trust Fall.” If the group camtile this, they can handle “Trust
Fall.” If not, wrap up your day and go home.
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Trust Fall

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—anddhisom yourselves, it is the gift
of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesia+® 2:8

Story
In our Christian walk, faith is sometimes the hardbstg to understand. We are asked to put
our faith in that which we cannot see, touch or proveerd is nothing we can do to earn our
salvation; it is a gift of God. For our society,stdifficult to accept such a gift, we want to try to
find a way to “repay” God, not simply believe in Him.

In this activity, it is important to listen to and undarsl the message of Ephesians 2:8-9. As
you fall from the platform, you must have faith in ydeam. If you make the attempt to save
yourself during this activity, if you bend, if you throw yoarms out or if you try anything to
save yourself, you will jeopardize the ability of theogp to catch you safely. Your works
cannot save you, your faith can. This is an exeraidaith.

Processing Questions

* If your group has gotten this far, praise them! They haves dery well! Even if you
must remove them for someone talking about dropping saaméloey still had to be very
impressive to even reach the obstacle, so congrathte t

* Praise team members for going and for not going. Iltdbace that is acceptable for
them, and so they should be proud for making that choice.

* “Trust is the toughest thing to earn in a group and igjtiekest thing to lose.” Are there
times you have trusted someone with a secret only tatieg told others? Did you go
right back to that person when you had another secvét® or why not? If we had
dropped the first person, the ambulance had come, regesdihem and took them away,
how many of you wouldhot have done this activity? Why or why not? Remember to
keep the trust people place in you!

* How hard is it for you to trust in something you canno®séeit easy to trust your team
in this activity? Why or why not?

« If it is hard for some people to trust the team, eveugh they know the team is there
and can catch them, how does that relate to fai®oid, when you can’t see Him?
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Whale Watch / Four Way

...l am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to desabife under the heavens, every
creature that has the breath of life in it. Everyttomgearth will perish. But | will establish my
covenant with you, and you will enter the ark--you andrygons and your wife and your sons’
wives with you. You are to bring into the ark two dflaving creatures, male and female, to
keep them alive with you. Two of every kind of bird, oégvkind of animal and of every kind
of creature that moves along the ground will come totgobe kept alive. You are to take every
kind of food that is to be eaten and store it awayoasl ffor you and for them. Noah did
everything just as God commanded him... (Genesis 6:17-22)

Story
Welcome to Noah'’s ark! The Flood is on its way, atgltitne to get you bunch of animals on
the boat so that you can be safe. (Okay, maybe caMing‘animals” is a judgment call, but
really is nothing personal...)

Rules

As with the ark, you animals need to get on two by two.

2. You must not tip the ark! It is balanced carefully @kigel (that’s the bottom of the boat
for all of you non-nautical people) and if it rocks taecside, the hull (that’s the sides of
the boat) will be damaged and ship won't float!

3. If, as animals get on, the boat tips, you must all ffetathat Noah can patch the boat.
(In other words, you all start over.)

4. You must balance the platform for 10 seconds, that’'satheunt of time it will take for
the rain to cover the ground and float the boat.

5. You cannot put hands on the platform to steady it. ¥amnot put feet underneath the
platform to steady it.

6. Exiting the platform can only be done on the end touchiaggtbund. No jumping off,
“accidentally” falling off or “horsing around.”

=

Variations
Oh no! Noah’s sons were not paying attention and theythustv all of the animals onto the
ark! You have carnivores with herbivores, lions witmites, mass chaos and pandemonium!
The group must split itself evenly and move to their appatgsides. When they arrive there,
tell them that there was another mistake and thataneivores need to switch sides with the
herbivores.

Processing Questions

* How well did your team work together?
* What ideas were successful? Was it hard to commundzds? Why or why not?

24



